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Amendments To The Claims: 
Please amend the claims as shown. 

1-12 (canceled) 

13. (currently amended) A method for removing components of a layer systqi> fgrming 
meorei a turbine compOTent, comprisin g the steps of : 

providing a turbine component of the type formed with an allov substrate laver^ a ceramic 
thermal barrier coating applied over the substrate layer and a bonding layer betw een the ceramic 
coating and the substrate laver: 

performing a mechanical operation to fac ilitate removal of the ceramic thermal barrier 
coating: 

providing t reating the turbine component in a salt bath comprising sodium hydroxide and 
potassium hydroxide; 

treating the turbine component in the salt bath by adding an oxygen donor to the salt bath 
so as to boost chemical attack on the bonding laver: 

treating the turbine component wife-inLa first acid bath comprising nitric acid and 
phosphoric aci d, the combination of steps resulti ng in removal of the thermal barrier coating and 
removal of the bonding lavar, i -md 

ad ding an oxygon donor to the oolt both. 

14. (previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 13» wh^ein potassium 
hydroxide and sodium hydroxide in a mixture ratio of 1 to 1 % by volume is used for the salt 
bath. 

15. (currmtly amraded) The method as claimed in claim 1 3, wherein the turbine 
component is treated in a sec ond acid bath having a different chemical comnosition than the firat 
acid bat ht wo differcmt aoid baflis are us e d. 
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16. (previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 13» wherein hydrochloric add 
is used as acid for a second add bath« 

17. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the turbine 
component is first treated in the iBrst add bath oomprising :nitric add and phosphoric add and 
tiien treated in the second bath comprising h ydrochloric add4»-used. 

1 8. (currently amended) The method as claimed in daim 13, including at least one salt 
bath and at least one add bath w herein an ultrasound probe is used in at least one of fl ie bathg to 
accelerate removal of the bonding layer, t h e m e thod; 

19. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the step of 
peyforming a mechanical operation includes sand-blasting, t hat boforo the troatroent of th e 
turbin e compcm e nt in th e- s alt bath ond/or after tho trootmont in the salt bath ond/or after the first 
add treatm e nt ond/or aft e r a fiirthcr add trcatmont, tho turbino oomponent having a layer area 
that is to bo removed is sond - blastod; 

20. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the step of 
performing a mechanical oper^ion includes flow grinding^ t hat before tho treatmont of tho 
turbino component in tho salt bath ond/or after the treatment in tho salt bath and/or after th e first 
odd troatmont ond/or after a fuiitb e r - add tr e atment; the flow grinding of tho tuibino oomponont 
having a layer oroa that is to b e removed is performed. - 

21. (canceled) 

22. (previously presented) The me&od as claimed in claim 21, whadn the oxygen donor 
is sodium oxide. 



23. (previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 21 , wherein the oxygen donor 
is a metal oxide. 
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24. (pfeviously presented) The method as claimed in claim 1 3, wherein the turbine 
componoit is watered and dried in at least one intermediate step. 

25. Qxreviously presented) The method as claimed in claim 1 3, wherein the turbine 
component is watered or dried in at least one intermediate step. 

26. (previously presented) The method as daimed in claim 1 3, wherein the turbine 
con4K>neDt is treated with a complex-fonning ag^nt in an intermediate or final step. 
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